
Theater ofthe People
Brave New Workshop's hol iday show reveals the other s ide of  Chr istmas.
By  ia ime H. le i r *+ : '

h e  B r a v e  N e w  W o r k s h o p -
l o n g  b e f o r e  i t  b e c a m e  t h e
comedic t ra in ing ground for

people such as Al Franken and Louie
Anderson-was simply a former c i r -
cus aer ia l is t 's  fantasv come true. In
the late 1950s, Dud-
l " y  R i g g s ,  a f t e r
t o u r i n g  w i t h  t h e
Ringl ing Bros.  Bar-
n u m  &  B a i l e y  C i r -
cus (and af ter  suf-
fering a l ife-threat-
ening fall), quit the
biz and formed the
I n s t a n t  T h e a t r e
C o m p a n y  i n  N e w
York  C i ty .  R iggs 's
" i n s t a n t  t h e a t e r "
produced a  brand-
n e w  s h o w  e v e r y
night that was cre-
ated from audience

input ,  improv isat ion,  and adrenal ine.
Adventurous theatergoers  a te  i t  up.
Af te l  a  nat iona l  tour ,  the compan.v
se t t l ed  i n  M inneapo l i s ;  i t ' s  now  the
th i rd  o ldest  theater  company in  the
Twin Cit ies ar-rd the longest running

sat i r ica l  theater  t roupe i r - r  the cou: r -
t r 1 , .  The  name  was  changec l  t o  t l : .
B r a v e  N e w  W o r k s h o p  i n  1 9 6 I .  1 . . . :
t h e  n r i s s i o n  r e m a i n s  t h e  s A n t e :  r ,
write, produce, ar-rd perform origirr. ,
sketch cornedy.

S u r p l i s i n g l y ,  B N W  s h o r v S - t i c -
sp i te  the sketches that  bask in  lou. i -
m o u t h e c l  l i b e r a l i s m  a n d  p a r t i s . r : :
wedg ies -a t t l ac t  co rpo ra te  c l i en t . .
fanri l ies, ar-rd people who haven't sc:
foot  in  any other  theater  i r - r  tou 'n
T h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y ,  a r t i s t i c  c l i r e c t t ' r '
Caleb McEr. l .en says, stems fronr th.
c o m m u n i t y ' s  " s e n s e  o f  o w n e r s h i p
over the theater."

" I t ' s  a  t h e a t e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  . "
McEwen says.  " I t ' s  not  exc lus ive o t '
e l i t i s t . "  I t ' s  a l so  o f t en  f a l l - ou t -o t ' -
your-seat funny.

L i k e  m o s t  t h e a t e r s  i n  t o u ' n .
BNW's cash cow is  i ts  ho l iday shou.
Thev remain top ica l ,  but  are less pro-
l i t ical,  and have cheeky t i t les such :.r .
Honte for the Hosti l i t ies and Manger
Crashers; or Three Wise Gu.ys with ,-t
Pack of  Can ' te ls .  They ' re  so popular '
that clevotees reserve t ickets even i f
t h e l '  c l o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  s h o w ' s  t i t l e
(which isn ' t  unusual  s ince the s l - ror i
i s  w r i t t en  and  rehea rsed  on l y  t u ' o
mon ths  be fo re  open ing  n igh t  b r '  : , r
t e a m  o f  s i x  i m p r o v - s a v v y  a c t o r s ) .
"We  show you  t he  Ch r i s tmas  t l - r a t
o ther  theaters  don ' t , "  says McEwer- r
proudll ' .  "People who get sick of the
'Chr is tmas machine '  come here anc l
laugh."

Th is  vear 's  show is  ca l led Chr is t -
r?1ds. '  The Other  Whi te  Hol iday.  Ex-
pec t  some th ing  su rp r i s i ng ,  i r r eve r -
ent ,  anc l  what  McEwen ca l ls  "a  buf -
fet of comeclv." Yum. Through Jan.
27.  2605 Hennepin Ave. ,  Mpls . ,  612-
3 3 2 - 6 6 2 0, br ay e neu,w orkshop.or g

R e a c h  J a i n t e  K l e i n t a n  a t  j a i r n e

kl e i n t a n t,i a tt r t hl i nk. n e t.
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